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Fears of the Railroad

ANALYZING POLITICAL CARTOONS
Study the political cartoon, and then answer the questions that follow.

 1. What are some of the fears expressed in the poster?

 2. How does the poster present its message?
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Cartoon 14 Political Cartoons

The Camden and Amboy 
was the first railroad to 
operate in New Jersey.

Although trains only 
reached a top speed of 
about 20 miles an hour 
in the early 1800s, some 
people feared that trains 
were uncontrollable. This 
1839 poster opposed the 
coming of the railroad.
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